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Dear Valued Customers and Friends: 
 
 The Fall/Winter season is just around the corner again as we see 
our children head back to school or college. The days seem to “fly by, don’t 
they?  We all have very busy schedules these days, but in order to keep our lives 
running relatively smoothly and in an orderly fashion, a lot of us rely heavily on our 
vehicles. As the holiday season quickly approaches once again, we issue “a word to 
the wise……don’t wait until the last minute to have your vehicle maintenance tended 
to.” We have found in our extensive experience that preventive maintenance is “key” 
in catching problems.   As part of our “service,” we give your vehicle a safety 
inspection and will inform you of the condition your vehicle is in. So, don’t wait….  
  

It’s never too late to think about providing your family with that “peace of 
mind” assurance that their automobile is in good running condition.  Remember to 

call on us at 769-7791 when it comes time for your vehicles maintenance on all of 
your family’s vehicles!    

  
  Our customers, family and friends know that we continually promote 
preventive maintenance and regular oil changes to keep their vehicles performing in 
a safe operating condition. Remember that, as always, we appreciate and 
welcome the opportunity to serve you, our valued customers, in your automotive 

care needs!  Enjoy!  Reggie Vickers   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++ 

Battery Maintenance 
Battery maintenance is a waiting 
game.  Every automobile battery will 
eventually die; it’s just a question of 
when. There’s nothing you can do to 
change that unavoidable outcome. 
But you can make the battery as 
comfortable as possible; to assure 
that its life is long and productive.  
The battery doesn’t ask for much. 
Here are some tips to help you take 
care of your vehicles battery. 
CLEAN:   
Batteries work best when they are 
clean.  Dirt, battery acid and other 

stuff will build up on the top and 
sides of the battery. Battery terminals 
and cable clamps will develop 
corrosion over time. At least one 
source of corrosion is the small 
amount of outgassing through the 
battery vents that takes place when 
the battery is in use.    
PROPERLY FILLED: 

Many maintenance-free batteries are 
sealed, but there are still plenty of 
conventional batteries that need to 
have the electrolyte level checked 
during routine maintenance.  
ROCK STEADY: 



The battery may be filled with lead, 
but that doesn’t make it unbreakable. 
The hold-down brackets and rods 
must hold the battery firmly in place 
so it doesn’t vibrate excessively or 
bounce around inside the engine 
compartment every time the vehicle 
hits a bump.  

STEADY VOLTAGE:   
The automobile battery‘s main job is 
to store power that’s used by the 
starter motor to crank the engine. 
Once the engine starts, the alternator 
takes over it supply the vehicles 
electrical needs and the battery goes 
back to waiting for its next starting 
job.  While it’s waiting, the battery 
needs a steady voltage supply—not 
too much and not too little.  The 
voltage regulator assures that 
enough voltage is supplied to the 
battery to keep it as close as possible 
to a full charge at all times.  Too 
much voltage will overheat and 
damage the battery, shortening its 
life span.  Too little and the battery 
may not be able to provide enough 
power to the start to crank the 
engine. 
At rest, a fully charged battery 
should read 12.6 volts. If it’s 
anything less than that, charging and 
starting system anayalziers will help 
us determine whether the fault lies 
with the battery, alternator or 
another part of the system. A GOOD 
battery can accept and hold a charge, 
and deliver its rated amperage on 
demand.  A BAD battery won’t 
accept a charge, or is unable to 
provide cranking power due to cell 
damage or deterioration.   
Article By: Karl Seyfert, Motor magazine.   

I love America 

because….. 
SHE remembers those who 

fought for their country. 

 

More than 35,000,000 

Americans have carried the flag into 

battle and over 1,000,000 have died 

on battlefields to preserve the flag 

and the freedom it represents. 

 

Since 1954, America has 

observed Veterans Day each year to 

honor those who fought for their 

country. 

 

“Let every nation know, 

whether its wishes us well or ill, that 

we shall pay any price, bear any 

burden, meet any hardship, support 

any friend, oppose any foe, in order 

to assure the survival and the 

success of liberty.  

 This much we pledge—and 

more.’ 

---President John F. Kennedy  

 

“Just do it” 
 
“People who wait for all conditions to 
be perfect before acting never act.” 
By: John Capozzi, Author 

 
“If you think education is expensive, 
wait till you see what ignorance 
costs you.” 
 By: John Capozzi, Author  

 
“You miss 100% of the shots you 
don’t take.”   
By: Wayne Gretzky, Hockey Legend.  



 

BRAKE ROTOR MAINTENANCE 
 

It’s true: Today’s vehicles are 
more reliable than ever before 
than ever before, a fact that 
has lulled many motorists into a 
false sense of security. 

 
 Most vehicles on the road 
today have at least two rotors 
and many have four.  During 
brake service, the technician 
verifies that each rotor is not 
warped and meets the legal 
minimum thickness 
specifications. 
 
How do you determine whether 
the rotors may be used “as is”?  
A visual inspection is needed to 
find out whether the rotors are 
smooth, rough or grooved. 
Then the rotors need to pass 
runout and thickness checks. 

 

Every rotor that’s within specs 
is turned on a lathe, and then 
sanded on both sides to deliver 
a smooth, non-directional 
finish.  If the rotors are found 
to be out of specs or warped, 
they should be replaced.  
Sooner or later, all will require 
maintenance and service. 

 
 
 

 
BRAKE FLUID BASICS 

 
There are three types of brake fluid: 
DOT 3, DOT 4, and DOT 5. The more 
commonly used DOT 3 and 4 brake 
fluids are of the polyglycol variety, while 
DOT 5 is silicone-based. Today, we are 
going to describe the first two types.  
Polyglycol – based fluid is hydroscopic, 
which means it absorbs moisture from 
the air.  This quality allows any moisture 
absorption to be dispersed through-out 
the system, thus eliminating any 
concentration of water, which could lead 
to localized corrosion. 

 
This characteristic, however, has its 
disadvantages. Over time, the level of 
moisture absorption may reach as much 
as 7-8%, causing fluid to become 
contaminated. This condition will 
drastically reduce the boiling point of 
the brake fluid, thus lowering the 
temperature at which it evaporates. 
Once vapor is formed, pockets of air are 
created in the hydraulic lines, causing 
brake pedal travel to increase. This is 
due to the fact that the air must first be 
compressed before any fluid starts to 
move. The minimum boiling point 
established for DOT3 fluid is 401 
degrees while DOT 4 is 446 degrees. 
 
It is nearly impossible to remove all the 
brake fluid from a system and even with 
power bleeding, 2-3 % of the old fluid 
will remain. Regular Brake fluid changes 
at 30 month or 30,000 mile intervals are 
probably the best thing you can do to 
insure consistent, safe braking 
characteristics and to prolong the life of 
your vehicles brake system components. 
The safest bet is to stick with the 
vehicles manufacturer’s 
recommendations. 

      


